
Train up a child in the way he should go; 
even when he is old he will not depart from it. 
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   The Hannah’s Gift program is expanding, bringing 
the good news of Christ into prisons and jails across 
the country, teaching inmate mothers how to be godly 
parents. Dr. Kristi Miller released her curriculum--The 
Heart of a Mother--for the program earlier this year and 
her new book, which focuses on family reconciliation, 
will soon be available. 
   It is not only the incarcerated mothers who have ben-
efited from the program; volunteers have grown clos-
er to God because of the example these women have 
shown. Cathy, a volunteer at Twin Towers, recently 
went on a trip to Louisiana’s Correctional Institution 
for Women. 
   “I had no idea that I would come away with such an 
encouraged heart, a renewed passion for inmates, and 
a confidence to put discipleship in action!” 
     Kim, another volunteer on the same trip explains: 
“I came desiring to be an encouragement to others 
and I was encouraged. What a beautiful thing it was 
hearing the testimonies of the inmates. The Lord is 
forgiving and gracious and abounding in love to all 
who call upon Him.”

A group of Malachi Dads in the Dominican Republic celebrated their graduation 
at the Moca Prison on the same day as the Returning Hearts Celebration at 
Angola. Like RHC, family members and children were present for the festivities.
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IL on September 27!
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also in the works.
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By Janiece
Volunteer at Angola RHC
   As a volunteer at the Angola 
Returning Hearts Celebration in 
May, I was thrilled to be handing 
out backpacks to each child as they 
arrived, greeting them, and making 
them feel welcome. Some were very 
skeptical, but smiled broadly as I 
said hello and told them to have a 
great day.  The next stop was the 
table where they picked out their 
special RHC shirt. 
    As I continued to work, a Malachi 
Dad, his three children, niece and 
nephew, came up to me along with 

their family assistant. They asked if I 
could help the dad get a blue t-shirt 
to match his kids.  
   As I was getting the shirt for him, 
I noticed the family was standing in 
a circle. The eight year-old son was 
praying for his family, for his daddy, 
and for them all to have a wonderful 
day together. 
   What a special moment that was 
to witness! 
   I introduced myself to the family 
and shook the son's hand and told 
him how proud I was of him praying 
for his family. He smiled and told me 
that was his job since he was the 
"Man of the House." 

The Man of the House

“I believe that the RHC program is one of the best pictures of God’s forgiveness and reconciliation we will ever witness this side of 
Heaven. Each time I participate in a Returning Hearts Celebration, I walk away reminded of what Christ has done for us all on the cross 

– inmates and free people alike. To see that lived out in real time is such a privilege.” - Emily, Volunteer at Pitchess RHC

By Jeff Steele
Director of Los Angeles County Jail Ministry

   At this year’s Returning Heart Cel-
ebration at Pitchess Detention Center in 
Castaic, I had the privilege of speaking 
with the inmates as they waited to see 
their children and spend the day with 
them.  Chaplain Joe Feinstein and I went 
over how they could share Christ with 
their kids and how to seek forgiveness 
and reconciliation with them.  The goal 
was to connect these men in a positive 
way with their children and to start the 
healing process in their families before 
they get out so they have a reason not to 
come back to jail.  
   There was a lot of excitement and also 
a lot of anxiety among the Malachi Dads. 
While most were sure their families 
would come, there was still the fear that 
for some reason-- sickness, car trouble, 
or unresolved issues with the guardians-
-their kids wouldn’t come.  
   The moment finally came. It was time 
for the men to line up, 
get on the bus, and go 
to the chapel to meet 
their kids. The cus-
tody assistant began 
calling out the names 
of the men whose 
children had arrived.  
In just a few minutes, 
57 names were called 
out and the men lined 
up.  That left 11 men 
still waiting; their 
children had not ar-

rived. To say these men were upset 
and downcast would be an understate-
ment.  They were heartbroken that they 
wouldn’t be able to spend the day with 
their kids and be dad.  Joe and I prayed 
with the remaining men for some time.  
   One man, Jose, was especially down be-
cause he had talked to his wife the night 
before and she had assured him that 
she was coming.  Desperate, he called 
his wife’s cell phone, hoping to find out 
what happened. He was in for a shock.  
Not only had his wife brought the kids, 
she had already dropped them off at the 
gate and she was at the guardian event 
at nearby Grace Baptist Church.  He ran 
up to me and told me of the mistake and 
we were able to get on the phone to the 
check-in gate and confirm his kids were 
waiting for him.  His name was called 
just in time to catch the bus filled with 
the other dads.    
   Jose had a great time with his kids and 
was very grateful for the last minute save 
that allowed him to spend the day as dad.            
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